
In May of  2009 Habitat 

for Cats celebrated its 

ten year anniversary.  

Although we are still a 

young organization, we 

have much experience 

and a passion for serving 

the forgotten half of the 

cat population - our feral, 

stray and homeless cats.  

Since 1999, Habitat for 

Cats has assisted the 

good people of this com-

munity to manage and improve the lives of out-

door cats, by providing winter shelter for hun-

dreds of outdoor cats and kittens, by providing 

access to low cost spay/neuter services, and 

preventing  the birth of thousands more.  No 

one wants cats to live outdoors, but the fact is, 

millions already do, and it doesnõt have to be a 

sad fact.  

This is our mission: to support our community 

in improving and protecting the lives of feral, 

stray and abandoned cats, and to prevent the 

birth of more. 

Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) is  proven effective 

to reduce feral populations, and itõs good for the 
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Habitat for Cats  

News & Updates 

Wednesday Clinic On The Water  

Habitat for Cats has moved our 

much needed weekly spay/neuter 

clinic for feral, and stray cats to 

Webster, on scenic Irondequoit 

Bay.  This year, our Wednesday 

clinic will sterilize 900 cats, and our 

3800th cat overall, preventing the 

outdoor birth of thousands of kit-

tens. The clinic is fully booked 

through the end of the year!  

The HFC clinic exclusively performs 

spay/neuter surgeries on outdoor 

(non-pet) cats.  We have a rotating 

staff of veterinarians and a team of 

veterinary technicians and trained 

volunteers.  Each week 20-25 cats 

arrive in traps and carriers, are 

anesthetized, spayed or neutered, 

vaccinated and treated for fleas 

and parasites.  Every cat gets their 

left ear òtippedó, which identifies 

them as already spayed or neu-
tered, and can save them an unnec-

essary trip to the clinic. (continued, 

page 3) 

HFC Veterinarians are :  Drs. 
Mary Dyroff, Wendy Kurtz, Pat 

Tolchin, and Barb Silva, Amazing 
women doing an amazing 

job...thanks!  
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York 14625  
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cats, too.  Weõre excited to see TNR sweeping the 

country, a growing grass-roots movement, as people 

realize that traditional shelters and animal control 

agencies donõt have answers to the problem of millions 

of homeless cats.  That answer is accessible, low-cost 

spay/neuter services!  Remember that humane organi-

zations that donõt address cats that live outdoors, are 

missing half of the 

picture. 

    Come join us!  We 
need volunteers with a 

little or a lot of time 

to spare, people with 

skills in web design, 

marketing, graphic 

design, fundraising, 

communications, vet-

erinary experience ð or perhaps you simply have a 

love for cats!  We always need foster homes, colony 

caretakers, and people persons who enjoy recruiting 

great adopters.  Put your skills and passion to work 

making a difference for cats! 

    Many of you know us firsthand: youõve borrowed 

traps, brought cats to our clinic, or youõve called our 

hotline with an outdoor-cat emergency.  We applaud 

your caring and determination!  Please make a dona-

tion of any size to support and continue the unique 

and vital services we provide.  

Ten Years of Commitment to Cats 

Meeting Dates - 2010 
 

We invite you to join our quarterly 

meetings.  Locations to be an-

nounced, throughout Monroe 

County.  Please check the website 

(above), or call the Hotline!  Ask to 

be notified by email! 

 

Saturday, January 16 

Saturday, April 24 

Saturday, July 17 

Saturday, October 9 
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All of the 

cats and 

kittens in 

our foster 

program are 

tamed kit-

tens from 

colonies that are under control, 

in the process of being managed, 

or are friendly strays or aban-
doned pets who were living 

outdoors. We rescue them, 

treat them medically and place 

them into foster care to await 

adoption.   If you adopt a cat 

from HFC, you are saving  a cat 

from a life on the street. 

          Our adoption program 

has been extremely busy this 

year.  We have  kittens galore!  

In the past year we have placed 

145 cats and kittens.  Some adult 

cats that were found after several 

attempts not to be adoptable 

were placed into caring barn 

homes that were carefully 

screened and which we continue 

to follow-up on.  Many of the 

adopters send us pictures, heart-

warming stories and stay con-

nected with us.  

Currently we have 100 cats and 

kittens in our foster program.  All 

are in good health, vaccinated, 

and ready and impatient to be 

adopted!   

     We need MORE  foster 

homes!  Being a foster parent is a 

rewarding experience.  Experi-

enced volunteers will support and 

coach you all the 

way.  You can 

choose to foster 

kittens, bottle ba-

bies, juveniles, adult 

cats and even cats 

that need the extra 

help to become socialized.  So come 

join us, and if you can, please make a 

donation to help these little guys! 

 

cats.  They all deserve a warm and loving 

home.    Many farmers are starting to recog-

nize the importance of spaying & neutering 

barn cats especially when it can be a health 

hazard to their livestock. 

Thanks to Caroleõs efforts,  a total of 75 adult 

cats have been trapped, neutered and returned. 

Eighty four kittens(!) and two pregnant cats 

were removed and are currently in foster care.  

HFC received much-appreciated adoption as-
sistance for almost 30 of the kittens from 

Avonõs Windy Hill Kitten Rescue and a Penn-

sylvania adoption organization. The rest are in 

HFC foster/adoption program, where they 

want to meet YOU! 

Carole Reed , and her team of fellow 

HFC volunteers, have been working hard 

to manage a huge colony of about 200 

cats, at a farm in West Bloomfield.  She 

has been working closely with the farmer 

since July to stop further growth of this 

colony. This is an example of the expo-

nential population growth resulting in over 

100 kittens born this year alone.  Dozens 

of very young, socializable kittens have 
been removed and placed in our foster 

program but many more are still at the 

barn and in need of adoption or foster 

placement! There are kittens only a few 

weeks old, friendly older kittens and adult 

They are tamed, 

vet-checked and 

adorable!  Many 

have extra toes.  

A few have al-

r e a d y  b e e n 

adopted but we 

have plenty more!  

With the chill of autumn now upon us it is the 

perfect time to add a new kitten to your home. 
Come to the Pittsford Petco, 3200 Monroe 

Ave, Sundays 12-4 and take one home! 

If you want to help specifically with this situa-

tion please leave a message for Carole , on the 

Hotline. 585-234-2894, and give, generously! 

Foster & Adoption Corner  

Huge West Bloomfield barn colony TNR brings harvest of kittens!  

Caring for Feral and Stray Cats 

as pet cats ñ that means tens of 

thousands, in this area. Feral cats 

are generally not adoptable as 

pets, canõt be picked up, although 

they can be quite friendly with a 

person who feeds them ñ their 

caretaker.  Kittens, if handled 

young enough, grow up as 

friendly cats and can be adopted. 

While traditional humane socie-
ties address the needs of un-

wanted pet cats, Habitat for Cats 

serves the neglected òotheró half 

of the cat population, the ferals, 

by trapping, and neutering to 

prevent reproduction, while stray cats 

or young kittens are put up for adop-

tion. 

     A responsible caretaker is funda-

mental to the success of any feral cat 

management program. HFC includes 

many compassionate volunteers who 

care for colonies, which would other-

wise have no caretaker.  They feed, 

trap, provide shelter, rescue sick and 
injured cats, and advocate for these 

colonies, who are often threatened by 

competing interests.     

Feed a feral ñ support Habitat for 

Cats! 

We receive calls almost every day 

asking for help with cat colonies.   

A colony is a related group of 

cats, sometimes several genera-

tions, living outside, numbering 

between 2 and 200+. 

Outdoor cats come in 3 flavors:  

indoor/outdoor pets have an 

owner and a home.  A stray cat 

is a former pet cat who has lost 
their home.  A feral cat has 

never been handled, was born 

outside and avoids people.  There 

are estimated to be just as many 

feral and stray cats living outdoors, 

Habitat for Cats 

volunteers feed and 

provide shelter to 

hundreds of feral 

cats in Monroe and 

surrounding 

counties at their 

own expense! 
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Many Thanks to our 

Foster Parents:  
Alyssa Sand 

Ann Remmely 

Anne Rouse 

Bobbie Kittle 

Candee Giannoccaro 

Carielyn  Burrhus 

Carole Reed 

Colleen Seeley 

Debbie Curtis 

Erin & Jeff Harris 

Helga Post 

Joanne Gibson 

Kathy Rivera 

Kayla Bukowski 

Kerri Sher 

Laraine VanBlarcom 

Lindsay Bachl 

Marguerite Lester 

Marilyn Swick 

Mary Rice 

Patti Crane 

Patty Dunphy 

Rita Hunter 

Sarah Malgieri 

Cats and Kittens for Adoption!! 

Petco-Pittsford 

3200 Monroe Ave 

Sundays 12-4 

Call Laraine 585-624-8363 
 

Pics on Petfinder.com!  
 

For Petco-Canandaigua, call 

Bobbie at 315-462-6881  



 

Who brings cats to the clinic?  

Wonderful, caring people who get 

actively involved in preventing the 

birth of more homeless cats.  Most 

have a few (or a lot of) cats in their 

backyard, or in their barns, care 

deeply about them, and want to 

keep them from multiplying.  Vol-

unteers with Lollypop Farm and 

other area groups depend on our 
clinics  ñ now the largest low-cost 

spay/neuter option for feral cats in 

the area.  Some clinic clients are 

helping elderly caretakers manage 

backyard cats, and others are 

working to care for and control 

colonies beyond their backyards: in 

barns, schools, alleys, parks, vacant 

homes, behind restaurants, indus-

trial parks, or in their (or othersõ) 

neighborhoods. Dedicated HFC 

volunteers may help by educating 

the public on the need for spay/

neuter, coaching novice trappers, 

and transporting to the clinic if the 

caretaker is not able. 

Unspayed outdoor cats go into heat 

and get pregnant in January, and their 

kittens will be born 9 weeks later, in 
cold and rainy March. Thereõs no time 

to waste! 

We urgently need your sup-

port!  The people who use our 

clinic are the  solution to the prob-

lem of cat overpopulation, but they 

need our help.  Fees donõt cover the 

cost of our skilled veterinary sur-

geons and supplies.  The 

Bloomfield colony alone will 

cost $7000 dollars for 200 cats.  

Please use the attached slip or 

go to habitatforcats.com 

and donate online! 

Clinic wishlist:  

¶ Volunteers! 8am-12 
¶ Paper towels, any kind 
¶ Tall kitchen trash bags 
¶ Alcohol (isopropyl) 

For information:  585-234-2894   

As of January 1, the clinic fee will 

be $45/cat, including spay/neuter, 

rabies and distemper vaccines, 

parasite treatment, pain medica-

tion, and eartip.   

Wednesday Clinic On The Water (contõd) 

HFC Clinic Hotline: 585 -234-2894 

The Orange ColonyñHow TNR Works  

collection, rescued and bottle-fed 

the tiny orange kittens, trapped 

and neutered all of the adults at 

our clinic, and provided warm, 

dry huts for shelterñall in the 

space of 2 months!  Now that the 

cats are all altered, and their ears 

are òtippedó as a visible marker, 

the colony must be carefully 

monitored for newcomers, or 
cats that were missed.   New-

comers (no eartips) should be 

quickly òfixedó.  There should be 

no more kittens next spring. 

These sterilized cats will continue 

to occupy their outdoor home, 

consuming the available food and 

shelter.  The cats will gain weight, 

roam less, live healthier, safer 

lives, and the colony size will 

gradually decline.  Characteristics 

of unaltered cat coloniesñcat 

fights and smelly spraying, sick 

and dying kittens, and kittens hit 

by cars, are now a thing of the 

past.  

Please support TNR in your 

town, and support Habitat for 

Cats! 

This summer, three callers to 

HFCõs Hotline reported the same 

colony of orange cats, all huddled  

together for warmth on a deck in 

Fairport ñ a sight that had been   

troubling to the neighborhood for 

almost ten years.  Caretakers and 

neighbors were angry and frus-

trated, but they didnõt know what 

to do, nor where to go.   

Coached and assisted by HFC, and 

organized by Lauren Kunz , their 

energetic newest neighbor and 

HFC volunteer, they took up a 
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HFC Clinic team: Linda 

Barron, Kit Beebee, Allison 

Mayer, Laura Burns, Judy 

Neumann. They are awe-

some! 

to report lost pets.  Two recent 

calls were unusual: a man wanted 

to borrow a trap to catch his pet 

cat that had gotten out and was 

wandering around the neighbor-

hood, but would not come home. 

The other call was a woman who 

wanted us to neuter her dog! 

Other entries from the  

Hotline Log:  

Å The owner of a horse farm in 

Cohocton (90 miles away) said 

she had about 80 cats, including 

frequent òdrop offsó to her farm, 

Calls to the HFC Hotline number 

anywhere from 5-15 calls per day, 

says Judy Neumann, Hotline Coor-

dinator.  Our busy season, because 

of òfoundó kittens, runs from April 

through October. Messages are 

checked every day, logged, and 

every call is returned.  Most of the 

calls are to schedule appointments 

for our clinic, but callers need 
advice on anything pertaining to 

stray and feral cats: how to care  

for kittens, provide shelter for the 

winter, how to catch a cat, how to 

help a sick or injured cat, and also 

which she wanted to trap and have  

spay/neutered. [update:  almost all 

done!] 

Å Large unmanaged colonies (20-

30) reported near a restaurant and 

a gas station in Henrietta, and at 

marinas in Charlotte, and William-

son. [update: trapping scheduled] 

Å Local rescue group wants to trap 

and rescue kittens from a residen-

tial colony in Greece, needs advice 

on trapping, and can we help them 

TNR the adults? [yep!] 

We need barn 

homes for  

feral cats in peril!  

 If you need 

healthy cats for 

your barn,  

contact us. 

Dr  Wendy neuters a kitty, 

assisted by Bonnie, a volun-

teer. 



A word of thanks to the people that make this program possible through their generous donations. 

Benefactor  - $1000 and over  
Ralph G. and Wilma J. Maibaum  

Foundation 

Petco Foundation 

Walter & Karon Simoni 

 

Angels  - $500 - $999 

Gerard Ziarko 

Sharon Reynolds 

Meg Huff 

 

Patron - $100  - $499 

Edward & Elizabeth Gartland 

Diane D. Parrinello 

Chris Dandino-Baron 

Callfinity, Inc. 

Martin Banton 

Stephanie Becker 

Dr. Gabrielle Bodnar & Dr. Daniel Levin 

Joel D. Freedman 

Irmgard Grace* 

Roy Greer & Bernice Dubin* 

Bill & Peggy Hall 

Kathleen Deys 

Roger Downey* 

Carlynn Gail Kennedy 

Ralph & Marilyn Matthews 

William Nichthaurser 

Jean Ofsonka* 

John Ofsonka 

Nukkucent Olson 

Palmyra Moose Lodge 1420 

Jeanne Palumbo  

Thomas & Judy Price 

Shirley A. Say* 

Richard Schaeffer & Marcella Klein 

Stephanie Turkington 

Susan Wade/Wadeõs Market Center 

Susan & Robert Weber 

Tracy Brown* 

Steven Cooper* 

Gary Hebert 

Susan Sciortino 

Mary Pollet 

 

Supporter $50  - $99 

Polly Grunfeld-Sack 

The Colonial Motel 

John Atwater 

Harriet & Ken Bliss 

Patricia Cermak 

Marc A. Edelstein 

Sherry Fagner 

Shirley Finley 

Jane & Michael Finn 

Charles & Melissa Githler 

Tavia Harpending 

Evelyn & John LeVay 

Edith Linares 

Bonnie Mead 

David & Jane OõBrien 

Mary OõHeron* 

Pamela V. Pearson* 

Linda Perkins 

Shelli & Dolores Rose 

Bob Sardis* 

Ruth Stryker* 

Robert W. Sweeney 

Mary Lou Teumer 

Paul & Shirley Trapani 

Jean Van Buren 

Virginia Van Der Meid 

Aggie Zicari 

William & Kathleen Simpson 

Sean and Linda Stolt* 

Deborah Pierce 

Yvonne Maichle 

L. Jai Aroneseno 

Joanne Barry 

Faith Newcomb 

 

Friends  - $49  - and under  
Maria Del Carmen De Garcia 

Linda Brown 

Dale & John Bridson 

Sherry Cascini 

Roberta Fessenden 

Dale Jepsen 

Richard Lapointe & Janet Wyland 

Stephenie McCormick 

Jewel Napoli 

Debra Stack* 

Joan & Douglas Steward 

Janine Wagner 

Marcia & Dan Walsh 

Phyllis Younghans 

Shannon Swingle 

Barbara Schaeffer 

Kevin Fridman 

Marcelo and Stacey Battisti 

Patricia Delaney 

Tori Cavallo 

Kurt Smith 

Connie Boice 

Peg Laragy 

Devin Wiesner 

Carl and Susan Holland 

Marion Ensman 

Daniel and Lois McGee 

Kate Weisskopf 

Richard and Nancy Walter 

Phyllis Bow 

Avery Family 

Gary Cohen and Pamela Rosen 

Barbara Terhaar 

Pamela Batz 

Susan Bennett 

Kathryn Caldwell 

Carol & David Caton 

Eunice Del Rosso 

Marie DeRidder 

Virginia H. Graham 

Inez Guilmette 

Barbara & Joseph Dooley 

Sarah Johnson 

Dawn Jordan and Neil Hansen 

Lee Kauffman 

Jean & Adrian Krebs 

Cindy Ladd 

Ronald & Leigh Little 

Joan Lusardi 

Francis & Eleonor Majeski 

Kristin McBride 

Lisa Shorey* 

Dave & Laurel Newman 

 

Ann Patterson 

Christine Finnick 

Anna Fiorucci 

Anthony and Elaine Vitale 

Donald and Sheila Stoll 

Richard Natoli-Rombach 

 

Honorariums  
In Honor of:   Given By:  

Catherine OõLeary  Richard Natoli-Rombach 

Irene Stenshorn  Anthony and Elaine Vitale 

Jean Ofsonka  John Ofsonka 

Linda Perkins  Patricia Delaney 

   Marcello & Stacey Battisti 

   Avery Family 

 

Memorials  
In Memory of:   Given By:  

Wild Bill   Shirley Finley 

Casey Atwater  John Atwater 

   Stephenie McCormick 

Emma Gabel  Sean & Linda Stolt 

Kittytwo   Roy Greer & Bernice Dubin* 

Nermal   Dale & John Bridson 

Phyllis Dake  Sean & Linda Stolt 

Ray Wilson  Daniel & Lois McGee 

   Carl & Susan Holland 

   Marion Ensman 

Rose Grassi  Sean & Linda Stolt 

Tara Courturier  Faith Newcomb 

Thomas Migliore  Sean & Linda Stolt 

 
*denotes multiple donations this year  

 
Special thanks to the animal hospitals that support and give 

in kind to HFC feral clinic and the Foster Adoption Program. A 

grateful MEOW! to Mendon Animal Hospital  for Priscillaõs 

care.  This was a cat who was hit by a car and was taken in and 

nursed back to health.  (More on this story in our next issue.) 

 

Fairport Animal Hospital 

Cats & Critters 

Home Veterinary Care 

Mendon Village Animal Hospital 

 
Now the glue that keeps us together through all the sea-

sons struggles and victories.  The most important factor 

in what we do. Our volunteers:  

Jo Agosto 

Bonnie Armontrout 

John Atwater (Board) 

Lindsay Bachl 

Marilyn Baker 

Deanna Baker 

Linda Barron 

Kit Beebee 

Laura Burns 

Kathy Caldwell 

Nancy Cockett 

Ann Cottone 

Patti Crane 

Diane DiGravio 

Kathy George 

Rita Hunter 

Bobbie Kittell  

Brianna Kondor 

Ellen Lewis 

 

Allison Mayer (Board) 

Stephenie McCormick  

Jan Mobley 

Judy Neumann, (Board) 

Lynne Porreca 

Helga Post 

Melissa Rados 

John Rafferty 

Cheryl Ragalevsky (Board) 

Carole Reed 

Mary Rice 

Kathy Rivera (Board) 

Maureen Robert 

Kitty Sauls 

Karon Simoni (Board) 

Kathy Smith 

Marilyn Swick 

Laraine VanBlarcom 

County Line Animal Hospital 

Macedon Veterinary Hospital 

Cats Exclusively 

Brockport Veterinary 


